MONROVIA ROCKHOUNDS
Website:  www.moroks.com


BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President
Jo Anna Ritchey
Vice President
Thomas Witt
Treasurer
Jim Lloyd
Secretary
Coleen Chestnut
Pictures and Committee Chairmen next time

DUES ARE DUE

Dues are due on January 1 2016.  Please send or give your renewal checks to Jim Lloyd.  The dues are currently $20.00 for each member and $10.00 for each member at the same address.
Mission Statement : Our Purpose is to promote popular interest and education in the earth sciences, including geology, mineralogy, paleontology, the lapidary arts, and related subjects; to sponsor and provide means of coordinating the work and efforts of persons and groups with similar interests; and by and through such means to strive toward greater community and international good will and fellow-ship. We also support promoting and ensuring the right of amateur hobby collecting, recreational rock hunting and the use of public and private lands for educational and recreational purposes related to the earth sciences. We are a registered 501 C 3 education non profit organization. 

Affiliations & Accreditations: The Monrovia Rockhounds is affiliated with the California Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. (CFMS), the American Federation of Mineralogical Societies (AFMS), and the American Lands Access Association (ALAA). Membership: Dues are $20.00 per member per year due by April 1st and $10.00 per each additional member at the same address. Initiation Fee is $10.00 per name per new member and includes membership packet and MOROK name badge. 

Meetings: Meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday of each month. at 7:00 pm, in the basement of the United Methodist Church of Monrovia, located at 140 E. Palm Ave. Monrovia CA 91016. The building is on the corner of Ivy & Palm Ave. We use the door where there is handicapped access in the alley on the west side of the building. Do not try to enter from the front of the building. Guests are al-ways welcome at our General Meetings. Please come and share our love of rocks. 

Information: Monrovia Rock Hounds Inc. was founded August 28th, 1957. The club colors are green & white. The club is a non-profit organization dedicated to providing knowledge of the lapidary arts, geology, mineral logy, and other related fields. Members enjoy slide shows, lectures, demonstrations, displays, lapidary classes, as well as field trips for exploration, study and collecting specimens. 

Newsletter: We reserve the right to edit all material sub-mitted for publication. If you have any submissions for this newsletter or need to contact the editor Jo Anna Ritchey 626-359-1624
From the President

This is the beginning of a New Year, and with the new beginning I think the New Year will be better and more wonderful.  We have a number of challenges ahead among them will be the Annual Show and continued member participation.  Really both items are connected because we will need member participation to keep the Show being the wonder event that it has been.  I believe that working at the Show is fun and educational, and rewarding.  I hope to see all at the January Meeting on January 21, 2016, the third Thursday of January.
Jo Anna Ritchey

From the Vice President

Thomas Witt is new to this position and really has not had any time to prepare.  Vice Presidents have two jobs, (1) to take over for the President when she is not there and (2) to be the Program Chairman.  Thus we, as members, need to give him all the help that we can.  Let him know what type of programs you like, give him names of good speakers if possible, and attend meetings so that he feels that his efforts are being appreciated.  It takes guts to step and volunteer and then learn of the job.
Board of Directors Meeting Minutes
 
Date: December 3, 2015.  

Location: Hastings Ranch Public Library, 3325 East Orange Grove Blvd, Pasadena. 

Meeting Called to Order at 7 PM 

Present: Board of Directors: Cal Matthews – President, Denise Davis – Secretary, Jim Lloyd – Treasurer.  Auditor - Kevin Doran, Michele Silcock - Vice President. 

Chairs: Custodian-Jim Lloyd, Newsletter/Membership- Denise Davis, Field Trips-Kevin Doran, Show/Webmaster-Jo Anna Ritchey. Representatives & Members: Representative-Ray Ritchey. 

Members Present: Em Matthews. 

Previous Board Meeting Minutes were approved. Motion: Cal, Second: Kevin.

Unfinished Business:
Updated procedures were printed and available. Copies of updated ByLaws were also available.

Membership Review: It was noted that Ray Audette and Holly Galluzzo have attended 2 Moroks events, the November Meeting and the Jewel Tunnel Open House. At the November meeting they expressed interested in rejoining the Club for 2016. Four letters were received by the Board from Club members objecting to the potential applications. Per the Bylaws, the Board took these letters into consideration and voted against approval of their memberships with Denise Davis abstaining from the vote. 

December Program: Michelle has everything ready for the event at Mimi’s this year.

Treasurer’s Report: Paid Members: 33. 

Monthly Chair Reports:
Membership: No new members. Visitors at last Meeting: 3. Members at Meeting: 15.

Custodian: New garage Fee $200/month. This was reviewed again for those who did not recall the discussion at the last Board meeting. Kevin stated he researched other options for the garage since rent was going to $200 & he said he found nothing less expensive. 

Newsletter: Cost of copying and mailing newsletter was <$10.00 again. Postage was donated by Nancy Hamrick.

Card Fellowship: Cards are being sent out. Card was supposed to have been sent to Michele that was signed at the November meeting. She said she did not receive it. 

Nominating Committee: Chair not present-Janie Duncan.  Full slate of officers was found however Kevin Doran announced that he would no longer accept nomination as Auditor.  The vote will be held at the December meeting. Kevin stated that the Auditor position should be separate from the Board. 

Show: Jo Anna announced that there will be a new vendor selling Russian minerals at the show. She discussed the status of the application with the State with Cal.

Education: Not present-Janie Duncan. It was reiterated that Janie has not and will not develop a Junior Program until the Club has junior members. 

Field Trips:  January- Quartzite. Salton Sea field trip mentioned.

Bulletin: Denise Davis has been doing the Bulletin since Janie Duncan quit doing it. Denise Davis returned Club property as she declined to do the Bulletin for 2016. She also returned items related to the Secretary position at this time, as well as the red Membership Folder.  A receipt was obtained for all items.

Motion to adjourn by Denise Davis, second by Cal. Time of Adjournment: 8:20 PM. 

Next Board Meeting to be announced by new Board. The space at the Hastings Ranch Library, 3325 East Orange Grove Boulevard, Pasadena was released as Jo Anna Ritchey did not want to use it.
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Moroks Dec. General Meeting minutes

 

The December General Meeting was held at Mimi's Restaurant in Monrovia on December 17, 2015. President Cal Matthews presiding. 

 

The election for the 2016 Board was held. Cal announced that Kevin Doran rescinded his acceptance of the nomination for Auditor for 2016. There were no nominations from the floor.

 

Those still running for office were: 

Jo Anna Ritchey- President

Thomas Witt- Vice President

Colleen Chestnut- Secretary

James Lloyd-Treasurer

 

The slate of officers was accepted by those present.

 

All further business was tabled for the incoming Board. 

The meeting was adjourned by 7:30 PM. 
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Figure 1 Pyrope Garnet via Wikipaedia
Show Dates

January is Quartzsite
Desert Gardens - Gem & Mineral
January 01 - February 28, 2016 
Prospectors Panorama 
January 02 - January 15, 2016
QIA Pow Wow - Gems, minerals & jewelry 
January 20 - January 24, 2016
Tyson Wells Rock & Gem Show 
January 01 - January 10, 2016 
Tyson Wells Sell-A-Rama 
January 15 - January 24, 2016 
Tyson Wells Arts and Crafts 
January 29 - February 7, 2016 
Sports, Vacation & RV Show 
January 16 - January 24, 2016
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Tucson has lots of Shows too!!

January 19 - February 1
A Bead Carnival
3301 E. Pennsylvania St. 
abeadcarnival.com
January 22 - February 15
Madagascar Minerals Gem Show
201 W. Lester St. 
madagascarminerals.com 

January 24 - February 1
American Indian Exposition Flamingo Hotel 
1300 N. Stone Ave. 
xpopress.com 
info@usaindianinfo.org
January 25 - February 1
Arizona Independent Warehouse Show
1500 E. Apache Park Place 
therockwarehouse.com 
January 27 - February 14
1820 Oracle Wholesale Show 
1835-1893 N. 11th Ave.
topgem.com 
January 28 - February 14
22nd Street Mineral, Fossil & Gem Show
NW corner of 22nd St. and I-10 
22ndstreetshow.com 
January 28 - February 8
JOGS Gem & Jewelry Show
Tucson Expo Center 
3750 E. Irvington Rd. 
Registration required jogsshow.com 
info@jogsshow.com
Birthstones
The first century Jewish historian Josephus believed there was a connection between the twelve stones in Aaron's breastplate, the twelve months of the year, and the twelve signs of the zodiac 1
Modern lists of birthstones have little to do with either the breastplate or the Foundation Stones of Christianity. Tastes, customs and confusing translations have distanced them from their historical origins,[8] with one author calling the 1912 Kansas list "nothing but a piece of unfounded salesmanship."2
Birthstones by Month

January
Garnet

February
Amethyst

March
Aquamarine, 
Bloodstone

April
Diamond

May
Emerald

June
Pearl, Moonstone


Aleandrite

July
Ruby

August
Peridot

September
Sapphire

October
Opal, Tourmaline

November
Topaz, Citrine

December
Turquoise, Zircon


Tanzanite

Garnet
Garnets /ˈɡɑrnət/ are a group of silicate minerals that have been used since the Bronze Age as gemstones and abrasives.

All species of garnets possess similar physical properties and crystal forms, but differ in chemical composition. The different species are pyrope, almandine, spessartine, grossular (varieties of which are hessonite or cinnamon-stone and tsavorite), uvarovite and andradite. The garnets make up two solid solution series: pyrope-almandine-spessartine and uvarovite-grossular-andradite. 3


Figure 2Garnet 
Pyrope Garnet

Pyrope (from the Greek pyrōpós meaning "fire-eyed") is red in color and chemically an aluminium silicate with the formula Mg3Al2(SiO4)3, though the magnesium can be replaced in part by calcium and ferrous iron. The color of pyrope varies from deep red to black. Pyrope and spessartine gemstones have been recovered from the Sloan diamondiferous kimberlites in Colorado, from the Bishop Conglomerate and in a Tertiary age lamprophyre at Cedar Mountain in Wyoming
via www.wikipaidia.com
Editor - Jo Anna Ritchey
Monrovia Rockhounds Inc
Gems of the Foothills

224 Oaks Ave

Monrovia, CA  91016
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Board Meeting January 5, 2016  2 pm


224 Oaks Ave., Monrovia, CA
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General Meeting  January 21, 2016  7 pm


Methodist Church, basement 
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